
THE  AVERAGE  L I F E T IME  COS T  OF  CH I LD

MAL TREA TMENT  I S  $ 8 30 , 9 2 8 . 00  PER  V I C T IM

Child maltreatment includes: physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse
(psychologic abuse), and neglect.  The toxic stress and trauma associated with childhood
sexual abuse (CSA) are even higher for CSA victims than those who experience other
forms of child maltreatment.* 

ESTIMATES  PLACE  THE  ECONOMIC  BURDEN  OF  ABUSE

AT  $2  TRILLION  ANNUALLY .   

 

H O W  T O  S O L V E  T H E  P R O B L E M

Cure the injustice of unfair SOLs to: (1) identify hidden child predators, (2) shift the cost
of abuse from the victims and the taxpayers to those that caused it, and (3) educate the
public and prevent future abuse.  

What's the cost 0f child sex abuse?

*M. Merricka, et. al, Unpacking the impact of adverse childhood experiences on adult mental health, Child Abuse
Negl. (2017); Angelakis I, Gillespie EL, Panagioti M, Childhood maltreatment and adult suicidality: a
comprehensive systematic review with meta-analysis. Psychological Medicine 1–22 (2019); Gail Hornot, Childhood
Trauma Exposure & Toxic Stress: What the PNP Needs to Know, J. Pediatric Healthcare (2015); Perryman Group,
Suffer the Little Children: An Assessment of the Economic Cost of Child Maltreatment (2014)

 

This number is based on the estimated
incidence of investigated annual cases and is
likely significantly higher when taking into
consideration the high incidence of unreported
cases.  As the black section of the pie chart
graphic shows, nearly 1/3 of cases are never
reported.  

www.childusa.org


