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Dear Honorable Members of the Joint Committee on the Judiciary,
Thank you for allowing us to submit testimony in support of S.2543, which will prohibit the
possession and sale of child sex dolls in Massachusetts. If this legislation is passed,
Massachusetts—with just three other statesi—would lead the nation in keeping child sex dolls
out of the hands of child predators.
By way of introduction, Professor Marci Hamilton is a First Amendment constitutional scholar at
the University of Pennsylvania who has led the national movement to reform statutes of limitations
to reflect the science of delayed disclosure of childhood sexual abuse and who founded CHILD
USA, a national nonprofit think tank devoted to ending child abuse and neglect. Kathryn Robb is
the Executive Director of CHILD USAdvocacy, an advocacy organization dedicated to protecting
children’s civil liberties and keeping children safe from abuse and neglect. Kathryn is also an
outspoken survivor of child sex abuse.
We commend the Committee for taking up S.2443, which is critical to ensuring that the children
of Massachusetts live in a state that takes every measure necessary to prevent child sexual assault.
By depriving child predators of an object that encourages sexual violence against children,ii
this legislation would indeed strengthen existing Massachusetts laws aimed at combatting child
sexual abuse and establish the state at the forefront of child sexual abuse prevention policy.
In the United States, approximately 1 in 5 girls and 1 in 13 boys are sexually abused before the
age of 18.iii The trauma stemming from sexual assault is complex and individualized, and it
impacts victims throughout their lifetimes:iv
•

Trauma related to child sexual assault can have devastating impacts on the young adult
brain, including posttraumatic stress disorder, disrupted neurodevelopment and impaired
social, emotional, and cognitive development.v

•

Child victims are at greatest risk for future revictimization.vi
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•

The physical health implications of experiencing sexual violence are often
underappreciated, yet they often exacerbate the significant and pervasive emotional and
financial costs associated with victimization, especially for those with chronic health
conditions.vii
The trauma attendant to sexual assault also gravely impacts victims’ ability to participate and
succeed in school, and ultimately, their future career path:
•

Approximately 40% of victims who report sexual violence to their schools experience a
substantial disruption in their educations.viii

•

Nearly 10% of victims drop out of school entirely.ix

•

For those victims who remain enrolled, the vast majority experience adverse academic
effects which, in turn, negatively impact their financial wellbeing.x

When child predators practice child sex abuse on lifelike child sex dolls, they can become
desensitized to the violence inherent in committing child sex abuse.xi This can lower a
predator’s inhibitions, making it easier for them to sexually abuse a real child. It is illegal to sell
children for sexual gratification—real life imitations that encourage and facilitate their sexual
objectification must also be prohibited.
Moreover, the costs of child sex abuse are staggering, generating expenses that impact the nation’s
health care, education, criminal justice, and welfare systems, costing nearly $2 trillion annually.xii
Numerous scholarly studies have concluded that the average cost of child maltreatment is
approximately $830,928 per victim.xiii Child sexual abuse is a serious and costly public health
problem across our country and we must work together as a community to create laws and policies
that keep children safe.
Once again, we commend you for supporting S.2543, will help ensure that the children of
Massachusetts are protected from the sexual objectification promoted by child sex dolls, as well
as from the sexual abuse encouraged by their use. Massachusetts has the opportunity in S.2543 to
be a leader in child protection by establishing itself as among the first states to pass legislation
banning the possession and sale of child sex dolls, in what is sure to quickly become the trend
across the nation. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can be of assistance on this or any
other child protection issues.
Sincerely,

Marci A. Hamilton, Esq.
Founder & CEO
CHILD USA
3508 Market Street, Suite 202
Philadelphia, PA 19104
(215) 539-1906

Kathryn Robb, Esq.
Executive Director
CHILD USAdvocacy
3508 Market St., Suite 201
Philadelphia, PA 19104
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